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Exhibitions at the Chicago Galleries 



By EVELYN MARIE STUART 



THE exhibition at Marshall Field and 
Company's galleries of a canvas of 
large proportions and deep psycho- 
logical significance, entitled "The Dawn of 
Peace," has attracted a throng of sight 
seers during the past few days. This pic- 
ture when exhibited at Knoedler's, proved 
popular with the public, touching those 
sentiments of faith and devotion which lie 
deep in the hearts of Christian peoples. 

The artist, George Burroughs Torrey, 
has been decorated by the King of Greece 
with the Order of the Savior and his work 
bespeaks a reverent religious emotion and a 
strong sympathy for humanity in its darkest 
hour of suffering. 

The beautiful and dramatic story in Mr. 
Torrey's painting, "The Dawn of Peace," 
is a holy emblem of peace. It is an allegory 



of the soul and mankind — guiltstricken, re- 
morseful and forgiven. 

The soul, which is appealingly sym- 
bolized by the figure of a woman, is shown 
in the first panel to have abandoned the 
city of strife, and to have passed through 
the deep, dismal valley of depair, and 
thence pressing her slow and sorrowful way 
up the weary slopes of experience, in search 
of peace. The city gleams in the distance 
behind her. The overpowering darkness of 
the valley below still shrouds her with 
gloom, the sable mantle of sorrow clings 
heavily upon her drooping frame as she 
labors onward in a shadow which weighs 
over all like a pall. 

In the second panel she has reached a 
loftier level, where a blessed vision of re- 
demption awaits her, that symbol of the 
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Brotherhood of Man, the Savior Crucified ; 
and here we see her as she kneels before 
Him in a fervor of supplication. With face 
uplifted, hands outstretched, she, in mute 
anguish, makes her plea. The grievous gar- 
ment of guilt has fallen from her shoulders 
to the ground, revealing the soul in the per- 
fectness of purity. The darkness of the 
passing clouds, the black tempest of worldly 
strife, the evidence of the raging storm are 
being wafted away, and the spectator is 
held in holy admiration. Far beyond the 
clouds, and against which the cross and its 
occupant are darkly silhouetted, is a daz- 
zling brightness, signifying universal peace 
and pardon, which flows into the suppli- 
cant's sad heart from that blissful realm, 
ever bright and beautiful. 

In the third panel, the soul is passing on 
her way, serene with the victory over sin, 
when lo! a radiant glory flashes from the 
heavens, unveiling to her ecstatic gaze the 
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risen Christ, symbolizing peace, good-will 
and love towards man. 



The Nuyttens War Pictures at the 
Anderson Galleries 

NO more striking example of the power 
of pictures as a language could per- 
haps be afforded than that of the recent 
exhibition at the Anderson galleries of a 
series of colored ink drawings by Joseph 
Pierre Nuyttens. 

All that we read in the newspapers with- 
out losing interest in the petty round of our 
daily affairs, became suddenly poignantly 
real before these sketches. The scurrying 
crowds along Michigan Avenue found their 
attention arrested by a window display that 
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AT CHIC AGO GALLERIES 

made them forget the claim of business or 
pleasure, for the moment, through a deep 
and complete absorption in the sorrows of 
a nation devastated and a world at war. 

Perhaps no man, outside the ranks of old 
world artists now at the front, could have 
spoken with so much feeling and under- 
standing. Born and educated in Belgium 
and still linked to that unhappy country by 
family ties Joseph Pierre Nuyttens is well 
fitted to be the spokesman of wrongs and 
miseries that have involved peoples of his 
own blood. 

Mr. Nuyttens has always been known for 
the delicacy and accuracy of his drawing 
and the popular appeal of his subjects. His 
reputation in Chicago is well established 
and the unique quality of his colored pen 
and ink work always gives a distinction to 
his entries in passing exhibitions. Usually 
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his themes have been chosen from the 
lighter, brighter side of life, and his han- 
dling characterized by a grace and beauty 
that are truly exquisite. 

Even in these telling war pictures his 
love of harmony and beauty does not desert 
him for they, too, are exquisite, with fine 
drawing and mellowness of tint and tone. 
Theirs, however, is the tenderness of melan- 
choly and the beauty of tragedy. Belgium 
and France are typified by lovely female 
figures that even grief cannot deprive of 
charm, even as the ruins of their great 
cathedrals still thrill us with a haunting 
beauty that has only become the more strik- 
ing and irresistible with the threat of van- 
ishing. It is as in music or poetry. All is 
woven into a harmony in which a silvery 
treble of pain vibrates through deeper 
chords of consolation and heroism. Here 
indeed is the keynote of these works : the 
brave endurance, the heroic sacrifice of 
these "assassinated peoples." We forget 
the baseness of the enemy in the thought of 
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the nobility of our allies. We are fired with 
the warmth of sympathy and kinship to- 
ward comrades who have borne the brunt 
of arms and to whose rescue we go in the 
name of all that humanity holds sacred. 

The Hun is in the background, he is a 
pestilence and a shame, but against the 
darkness of his deeds shines forth in white 
radiance, the glory of Christian ideals and 
the fortitude of peoples whose "strongest 
breastplate is a heart untainted." After the 
tragic events of August, 1914, the world 
can never forget the estimate of Caesar: 
"Of all the Peoples of Gaul, the Belgians 
are the bravest." So they proved them- 
selves when they interposed their bodies 
and their homes between the civilization of 
Europe and the demonization of Germanic 
kultur. 

In "Where Are My Children?" the artist 
depicts the inner attitude of the conscience 
of the Kaiser. If this man is indeed human 
and not demented, a still small voice must 
often whisper in the watches of the night 




of ruined homes and wasted lives, of men 
who died in anguish and by thousands, of 
the broken hearts and shattered hopes of 
his own and other peoples. The would-be 
world conqueror has become the "world's 
a n a t h e m a," a second Attila and the 
"scourge of God." 

Something of this we read in the dark 
and bitter face under the proud Prussian 
shako, and as Christ touches him upon the 
shoulder propounding His terrible query, 
we recall his words, "Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto the least of these, ye did it unto Me." 
We pray that the words of the psalmist,"He 
hath put down the mighty from their seats 
and exalted them of low degree," may once 
again prove true in the repetition of history 
as democracy rises superior above the ruins 
of autocracy. 

"Kultur on the High Seas" evidences 
the incisiveness of the artistic insight in the 
visualizing of only so much as the human 
mind can most vividly comprehend and re- 

— 55 



spond to most readily in sympathy. The 
complete events of so stupendous a catas- 
trophe as that of the Lusitania stun and 
numb the faculties, whereas a single detail 
suffices as the symbol of the whole and 
presents sufficient stimulus for the complete 
play of the emotions. 

Here the lovely young mother, her child 
clasped to her bosom in death, floats pallid 
and calm upon the cold green waters, a 
sight which returning European travelers 
relate as having witnessed shortly after the 
occurrence of the greatest of all piracies. 
In this one group we see it all, the disaster, 
the crime, the suffering. 

"She is one of the drowned, drowned, 
Of the hapless homeward bound. 

"Where do they list for her step? 
Where do they watch for her face? 
Where are they waiting to see her again 
In the old familiar place?" 

We feel the calamity with a personal sor- 
row, as did each individual home or circle 
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! jj which it intimately touched. Sympathy for 

| | the foe is not, however, lacking from the 

J heart of this son of Belgium for in "No 

J Man's Land" we see the weeping Christ 

jj wandering among the fallen of both armies. 

| Will His beautiful spirit of sympathy, His 

1 ideal of brotherly love, indeed, hover over 

J these shell-torn battle fields after the can- 

jj nons are stilled and tumult of war is ended ? 

1 It is the heart's wish of the race, the prayer 

1 of humanity, the one great hope of civiliza- 

jj tion. 

( Nietzche and his philosophy of individ- 
jj ualism arisen like the anti-Christ prophesied 
I of old, must indeed fall before the ideal 
m that has made civilization possible, the 
jj spirit breathed into our clay to raise us 
1 above the brute and fit us for the mastery 
1 of earth and the hope of heaven. 
jj All these things has Mr. Nyttens put into 
jj his pictures with art and with beauty be- 
ll fitting a language designed to the expression 
| of noble thought and sentiments. Today 
jj they are the illustrations of the pages of 
|[ current events, tomorrow they will be his- 
1 toric recollections and prophecies from the 
1 great world war. Back of them there is a 
jj story full of human interest and not devoid 
I of the thrill of romance and adventure, a 
1 story of the services of the artist to the 
| victims of the tragedies he portrays, for 
1 since the outbreak of the war every penny 
1 of his income, beyond bare living expenses, 
1 has been devoted to these ends. Thus does 
| the pen repair the ravages of the sword, 
| while art speaks in a universal language 
H calling for recognition of courage and 
I fortitude, for sympathy and help, for union 
I in a common cause, the cause of Christ and 
jj humanity, 
g * * # 

1 A S a preliminary to the opening of the 

jj /x exhibition season Carson Pirie Scott 

I and Company are having their galleries 

1 done over and enlarged. This will afford 

| space and appropriate settings for the 

| events of really great importance which 
will take place here during the late fall and 
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early winter months. The manager, Mr. 
Barrie, already noted for his support and 
encouragement of local art, has planned for 
these galleries a series of brilliant one man 
exhibitions throughout the fall, featuring 
the foremost Chicago painters. Of course a 
good showing of Chicago art is always on 
view here the year around in the room 
permanently devoted to that purpose, but 
these one man exhibitions serve to keep the 
public in touch with each man's progress, 
showing as they do the best of his latest 
works. 

Mr. Barrie, indeed, is a great believer in 
the modern school. He feels the strongest 
interest and sympathy for the progressive 
element in the art of today and all the ex- 
hibitions staged in his department this year 
will reflect this tendency. 

To say that the shows at Carson Pirie 
Scott's this season will be brilliant or even 
important is stating the case mildly. As a 
matter of fact they will be revolutionary for 
never before have men of such prominence 
exhibited in a department of one of our 
great retail stores. The Chicago exhibitions 
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of last year created something of a sensa- 
tion, but the results were so very beneficial 
to the public and the artists alike that more 
ambitious plans were entertained for the 
future and men of national reputation have 
been induced to co-operate therein. 

The first exhibition by eastern men will 
be that of the Painter Friends, including 
such noted men as Wiggins, Nordeil and 
our own much approved and appreciated 
Wilson Irvine. Following this the Taos 
Painters, representing a distinct and char- 
acteristic phase of American art, will fill the 
galleries with the color, picturesqueness 
and charm of wild life as seen among the 
village Indians of New Mexico, Couse, 
Blumenschein, Dunton, J. H. Sharp, Rol- 
shoven and all of the famous Eastern men 
of the colony will be seen in their latest 
canvases, while our own first prize men, 
Ufer and Higgins, will return to a scene of 
former triumph as will Grace Ravlin, who 
has spent a portion of the summer at Taos. 
The climax of the season will be reached 
in a joint exhibition of the works of Robert 
Henri and George Bellows which will trans- 
| pire sometime in December. There are per- 
| haps no more distinguished names in the 
K present day annals of American art and the 
1 appearance of these men at Carson Pirie 
jj Scott's marks the beginning of a new 
m regime in the selling of pictures. Not only 
■ will the public and the artist be benefited by 
J the methods which such large institutions 
m have at their command for bringing these 
( two elements together, but even the regular 
| art dealers are bound to be benefited in the 
1 end by these activities. The taste for pic- 
jj tures, if fostered and encouraged in one 
1 direction, tends to increase in all, and be- 
jj yond this the very methods of sale pro- 
§ cedure are placed upon a business basis 
§ consistent with that which prevails in other 
1 departments throughout a vast mercantile 
1 establishment. This, in the end, will have 
g a most healthy effect upon the picture trade, 
I establishing, as it does, a precedent for the 
= exclusive galleries in the use of methods 
m that would eliminate the greatest of their 
I present handicaps and annoyances, those of 
UUIlp long credits and never-ending returns. 
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